Sex, gender, and identity over the years: a changing perspective.
This article attempts to put changing terms, emphases, and views on the interrelated, but separate, concepts of sex, gender, and identity into perspective. Often, these facets of a person's life are intermingled and confused. To understand individuals whose lives are touched by any aspect of sexuality that is of interest to the medical community, knowledge of how these terms have developed and changed over the years seems of particular value. The article also tries to show the relevance of certain concepts in dealing with the specific issues of intersex. Here, medical management and ethical thinking about dealing with such conditions also have undergone change. It is probable that the terms and treatment modalities that are associated with sex- and gender-related conditions will continue to evolve as we learn more about them.